
Tips and Tricks 
• Pick yourself up a shutter release.  They are 

ridiculously cheap found in electronic retailers and 
are super handy for long exposures. 

• Using live view most cameras have several modes 
you can cycle through.  You can bring up the 
electronic level to see how straight your picture is. 

• The best time to capture cityscapes is when the sky 
turns an iridescent blue. 

• At the end part of sunset try changing your white 
balance settings 

Long Exposure Cityscapes 
Follow the below steps to take crystal clear cityscapes 
at night (or even during the day). 

1)Setup your camera on your favourite tripod and 
compose your picture. 

2) Turn your camera onto manual focus and either 
aperture priority or manual exposure mode. 

3) Take off any filters and turn off image stabilization. 

4)Use your live view and on screen zoom together with 
your manual focus to ensure focus. 

5)Choose f/18 (or 16), ISO 100 and the appropriate 
shutter speed. 

6) Test your exposure and modify as required. 

Note: As night progresses you may have to either use 
the ‘bulb’ setting or increase your ISO/aperture if your 
picture is too dark. 

Light Writing 

Light writing is a great way to put your personal stamp 
on a long exposure photograph.  Using a flashlight you 
can write messages on your photograph! 

• Remember to write backwards for the camera! 

• Try using different strength and coloured lights for 
greater effect. 

• Remember that you can use sparklers or strobe 
lights as well for greater effect. 
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Light Painting 
Light painting is an incredible segment of photography.  
Using your flashlight you can choose to paint certain 
portions of the (usually) foreground such as specific 
flowers, rocks, trees etc. 

Some creative people even draw objects or people 
where they don’t exist with flashlights. 



Physiograms 
• Physiograms are a form of light painting in 

photography. 

• A flashlight is tied to a string and hung from a 
branch, or ceiling. 

• Facing the camera upwards towards the downward 
facing flashlight will allow the camera to capture the 
flashlight. 

• Set your camera to f/11, 20 seconds and ISO 200. 

• Give an impulse to the flashlight and start your 
exposure. 

• Modify your arc to try elliptical, circular and other 
ways of manipulating the orbit of the flashlight. 

• Adjust your exposure accordingly.

Astral Photography Continued 
• Start exposures manually setting your lens to infinity 

and using your widest aperture, ISO3200, and 30 
seconds of shutter speed. 

• Adding foreground and light painting will give your 
photograph perspective. 

• Don’t forget to turn off image stabilization and 
remove your UV filter. 

Night Portraits 
You can capture your friends and family in front of night 
city scares or other night time illuminated backgrounds 
by following the below steps.  Your results are going to 
be better with an external flash. 

• Open your aperture the entire way, select ISO 400 
and select the appropriate shutter speed to properly 
expose the background lighting. 

• Turn on your flash and select the second curtain 
setting. 

• Ask you subject to be very still when you take their 
photograph! 

Astral Photography 
• Astral photography is the art of capturing stars at 

night time. 

• Best tried away from city lights.  If you try to expose 
using these guidelines and find your picture very 
bright or even pure white, you are most likely too 
close to ambient sources of light. 

• Best captured on very dark, clear, moonless nights. 

• Fast lenses are going to give you the best results. 

Flash Modes: 
• You can add more effects to a moving object by 

using a flash effect. 

• Your regular flash setting illuminates objects when 
the shutter first opens.  This means that objects that 
are moving will be frozen at the beginning of the long 
exposure (e.g. car lights look like they are moving 
away from the stopped car). 

• 2nd curtain flash fires the flash at the end of a long 
exposure (e.g. car lights lead up to the final resting 
place of the vehicle in the photograph). 

Photographing the Moon 

• Set up your camera like you are taking a cityscape 
photograph. 

• Start your exposure for the moon at f/11, ISO200 
and 1/30 second shutter speed (the moon is VERY 
bright!) 

• If you have photographed the moon correctly, you 
should be able to see craters and some texture on 
the moon as below. 


